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Summer of the Monkeys
By Wilson Rawls

Chapter 1

Before you read the chapter:

The  protagonist in  most  novels  features  the  main  character  or  “good  guy”.  The
protagonist of  Summer of the Monkeys is fourteen-year old, Jay Berry Lee, who grew
up in Oklahoma's Cherokee Ozarks during the late 1800s. Think back on some of your
favorite characters from past novels you have read or movies you’ve seen. What do you
think makes for an interesting and memorable protagonist? 
 

Vocabulary: 

Choose a word from the list to complete each sentence.

opportunity sycamore foliage intend

slough conversation overalls copperhead

1. My mom is going to trim some of the ____________ from that old cedar tree.  

2. If you go for a walk by the river, be careful not to step on a _______________.

3. Bossy, the cow, managed to fall into the _____________ out behind the barn.

4. We were sorry to see that the giant ______________ had been struck by lightning.

5. We found a pair of ____________ that Calvin plans to wear to the picnic.

6. What do you ____________ to do with that rare postage stamp?

7. I had a lovely ____________ with Aunt Rachel last evening.

8. “Please take this ____________ to go to the washroom,” Mrs. Telson advised.
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Questions

1.  What is the setting of the novel at the beginning of Chapter One?

2.  Match each name with the proper description: 

1 Sally Gooden A Traded for 60 acres of land.

2 Rowdy B The novel's protagonist.

3 Jay Berry Lee C A twin.

4 Daniel Boone D
Seemed hypnotized with the beauty 
of the land of the Cherokee.

5 Mama E Escape artist.

6 Grandpa F Possessed a long, skinny tail.

7 Daisy G Jay Berry's favorite hero.

3.  What physical problem was Daisy born with? What influence did this have on 
     her personality?

4.  Research: Using resources in your school library or on the Internet, investigate 
     the meaning of sharecropper.

5.  Describe the circumstances which resulted in Jay Berry's family moving to the 
     Cherokee Nation.
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6. How did Jay Berry's mother upset Grandma when they first arrived at their store?

7. What was your first impression of Mama? What caused you to form this 
impression?

8. Why didn't Papa want the cow to eat any wild onions?

     9.   Why did Jay Berry go down to the river bottoms?

    10.  What was Papa's explanation for how the monkey got loose in the river bottoms?

     11.  What chore was Jay Berry sent on at the conclusion of this chapter?
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Language Activities

A.  Exaggeration
Exaggeration is a literary device defined as  a statement that represents something as
better or worse than it really is. We find several possible examples of exaggeration in this
chapter. One such example is: My old heart started turning somersaults; and something
that felt like a thousand-legged centipede jiggled its way up my spine.

Think of an exaggerated way of describing the following

The smell of a
rotten egg.

A wolf's howl.

Your choice.

B.  A simile is a comparison using the words “like” or “as”. We find an example of this in
Chapter One: I was as pink as a sunburnt huckleberry...

In this example what two things are being compared?

Invent your own similes comparing the following items with something from your 
imagination:

a) The sound of an excited monkey.

b) your own example 
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C. Anagrams

An anagram is a word that is formed by changing the order of the letters of another word.
For example, the letters in the word  PAN can also form the word  NAP.  Follow these
directions to form the anagrams: 

a) read the clue in the right-hand column. 

b) Using the word in the left-hand column move the letters around in any order, but you
must use all the letters. 

Each of the words in the left-hand column are found in this section of our novel.

Word Anagram Clue

told An unintelligent person.

acres Worries.

worth Toss.

sister Withstand.

friends People who locate things.

flower A hunter of birds.

D.   What Do You Know About Monkeys?

As you might have guessed from the title of this novel,
monkeys play an important part in the book's plot. But what
do you know about this colorful little primate? Did you know,
for instance, that there are about 260 known species of
monkeys? Using resources in your school library or on the
Internet, research three fascinating facts about the monkey
and record this information below.

1

2

3
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Extension Activity

Storyboard

A storyboard is a series of pictures that tell about an important event in a story. A 
storyboard can tell the story of only one scene – or the entire novel.

Complete the storyboard below illustrating the events described in the first chapter of our 
novel. You may wish to practice your drawings on a separate piece of paper.

1 2

3 4

5 6
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