Name___________

Old Yeller

Study Packet

Directions:  As you read the novel, Old Yeller, you will need to fill out this Study Packet.  We will complete some together as a class and some will be your own thoughts and feelings.  Remember to write your answers in complete sentences and use neat writing.

Who is the author of Old Yeller? 

 ______________________

Questions from Chapter 1
When does the story take place?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where does the story take place?  Describe the setting.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is the father leaving?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name the two boys in the story

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who is telling the story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was Bell and what happened to him?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was Jumper and how does Travis make him behave?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter One – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

dingy-___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

writhing- ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Two

Describe Old Yeller.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does the way Old Yeller looks kind of tell us about his past?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does Arliss react when he first sees the dog?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What decision does Mama make concerning the dog?  Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Two – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

settlement-
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

rascal-
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions from Chapter Three
What advice had Papa given Travis about hunting?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the Salt Licks and why are they important?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Travis refuse to shoot at the Javelina hogs?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What game does Travis finally kill?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Three – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

gnarled-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

venison-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

wallowing-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connection/Discussion from Chapter Three – Write down your thoughts to the following questions:

Have you ever hunted?  What are your feelings about hunting?  Do you approve or disapprove?  Is hunting ever a good thing?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Four
Why were the two bulls fighting?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happens when Travis attempts to get Old Yeller to help?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe two comical, or funny, events that happen with the old cart

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Four - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

roan-
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

careened-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Five

What was Arliss in the habit of doing?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did his mother punish him when she found the baby copperhead?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did the mother bear attack Arliss?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Five – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

tortilla-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

wedges-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Six

How did Travis’ feelings about Old Yeller change after the bear attack?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why was Mama puzzled when Old Yeller wouldn’t eat any of the gobbler?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe Bud Searcy’s outward appearance.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was Lisbeth, and what did she tell to Travis about Old Yeller?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is hydrophobia, and what word do we normally use for this disease today?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Six – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

rout-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

briars (or briers)-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

watercress-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extra Research- Listen to the book about hydrophobia and answer these questions:

Who was Louis Pasteur, and what is he famous for?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does hydrophobia spread?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How is hydrophobia treated?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Seven
Describe the various methods Travis used in his attempts to keep Old Yeller from wandering off at night.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Travis and Old Yeller sleep in the corn patch?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does Old Yeller fight the heifer?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Travis “nearly die” at the end of the chapter?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Seven – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

rogue-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

mange-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Eight

Who was Burn Sanderson?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What kind of a trade did Mr. Sanderson make with Arliss?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Travis want to “get out of sight in a hurry”?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As Burn Sanderson is leaving what warning does he give Travis Coates?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is foreshadowing?  

Describe evidence of foreshadowing you have observed in Old Yeller.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Nine

How did Travis mark the pigs born that year?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did Old Yeller help Travis?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why was Mama afraid for Travis to do this alone?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Travis have to stay in the tree after he had marked the pigs?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Nine – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

plague-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

thicket-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

shoat-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity:  Illustrate the setting.  Use colored pencils to draw the setting of Old Yeller.  Add in as much detail as you can.  Think about how the author, Fred Gipson, described the log cabin, the fields, the watering hole, the salt lick and Birdsong Creek.  Draw how you imagine it looked.

*Vocabulary Quiz-  
We will be having a quiz on all of the vocabulary words from Old Yeller up to this point.  To prepare, you could make flashcards for the following words: 

dingy

writhing
gnarled
venison
tortilla
wedges
hydrophobia
plague
thicket
shoat
settlement

rascal

roan

careened

wallowing
rogue

mange

rout

briars

watercress
Write the word on one side of an index card and the definition on the other.  Then prepare: Quiz yourself, quiz each other, and have a parent quiz you.  GOOD LUCK!
Questions From Chapter Ten
How did Travis keep track of how many pigs had been born that year?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did Bud Searcy tell Travis Coates when he visited their home?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened to Travis when he tried to catch the second pig?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened to Old Yeller when he tried to help?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Travis decide to leave Old Yeller behind?  What would you have done?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Extension Activity:  Later in the year, we will take part in Literature Circles.  One way to participate is to be the WORD WIZARD.  Today you have the opportunity to practice this role.  While you are reading chapter ten, be on the look-out for interesting or unusual vocabulary.  Record 4 words in the spaces below and look up the definition in the dictionary.  Be prepared to share your words with the class.
1.__________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.__________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Eleven
How did Mama clean and treat Travis’ wound?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Travis insist on going back to Old Yeller?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Mama use for thread to sew up Old Yeller’s wound?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Mama send Arliss to look for a green lizard?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the signs at the end of the chapter that Travis’ leg has worsened?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Eleven – Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

coil-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

flinch-
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity: Another important part of a Literature Circle is the Discussion Director.  The Discussion Director’s job is to develop a list of questions that the group might want to discuss about a certain part of the book.  Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions.   Look at the examples of possibilities on the Literature Question Card sheet.  Questions like these will give BIG answers and provide for a livelier discussion.  Practice by coming up with 4 good questions from Chapter 11 in Old Yeller.
1.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions from Chapter Twelve
Describe the device Mama used to keep Jumper away from the corn.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did Travis react to another visit from Bud Searcy?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do Mama and Travis react when Bud Searcy offers to leave Lisbeth behind to help their family?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Twelve - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:

poultice-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

fretful-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

puny-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity:  Choose a character from Old Yeller and complete the Character Map. 
Questions from Chapter Thirteen
What are some of the signs that Lisbeth was a good helper?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the actions of Spot and the roan bull during the next few days.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is Travis forced to do at the end of the chapter?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Thirteen - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:
tote-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

nettles-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity: Today you are going to assume the role of the “Creative Connector”.  On the following page, follow the directions to record 5 events from Chapter 13 and your reactions to them.
Questions From Chapter Fourteen
Give two reasons why they had to remove the carcass.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is meant by the expression, “I knew he wasn’t throwing off”?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were they forced to do when they couldn’t move the bull?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain what happened to Spot.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Fourteen - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:
foul-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

carcass-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

haunches-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity: Pretend you are Travis.  Write a letter to your father telling him how things are going on the farm during his absence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions From Chapter Fifteen

Why does Travis start to worry about Mama and Lisbeth?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What instructions does Mama shout out to Travis?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What horrific scene unfolds in front of the cabin?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does Mama reluctantly offer to do if Travis can’t?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did you feel at the end of this chapter?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think you would have been able to do what Travis did?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Fifteen - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:
recollected-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

muzzle-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity: Write an Acrostic poem about Old Yeller.  You may use single words or short phrases.

O

L

D

Y

E

L

L

E

R
Questions From Chapter Sixteen

What does Papa bring for Travis?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summarize what Papa tells Travis about life.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When is it exactly, that Travis begins to feel better?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write about the ending of the story.  Can you think of a different ending that might have improved the story?  Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe your favorite part of the story.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was your favorite character?  Explain why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary from Chapter Sixteen - Use a dictionary and write the definitions for the following words:
romped-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

frazzle-

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension Activity:  Today, we will practice being the Literary Luminary, which is the final Literature Circle role.  The Literary Luminary’s job is to locate a special selection of the text that the group would like to hear or read again.  The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important section of the text.  You decide which passage or paragraph is worth examining again, and then jot down plans for how it will be shared.  You can read the selection aloud yourself, ask someone else to read it, or have people read silently and then discuss.

Location:





Page #_____
Paragraph #_____

Reason for Picking:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who or what is the protagonist of the story?  

_________________________________________________________

What is the protagonist’s greatest wish? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who or what is the antagonist of the story?

Describe the setting of the story

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the climax in the story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think is the theme or message about life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

